This document is a copy of the original survey published in 1974.
It has not been corrected or updated.

Since the original publication:

>additional properties have been entered on the National Register;

>some financial incentives referred to in these pages are no longer available;
>some new financial incentives are available.

For up-to-date information, please contact:

R.1. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission
The Old State House

150 Benefit St.

Providence, R1 02903

(401)222-2678

WWW.preservation.ri.gov

The Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission is your state agency for
historic preservation. The Commission identifies and protects historic buildings, districts,
landscapes, structures, and archaeological sites throughout the state of Rhode Island.


tel:%28401%29222-2678
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/
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The Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission. established
by the General Assembly in 1968. is charged with the responsibility
of safeguarding the state's rich and varied heritage. In order to
make a preliminary inventory of that legacy, historical surveys --
producing individual survey data sheets, along with research informa-
tion, maps, and a final summary report -- have been initiated in a
number of cities and towns. The value of an historical survey is
threefold: it serves as a planning tool, guiding future development
into patterns which will make best use of the past; it becomes an edu-
cational resource, useful in the study of state and local history;
and it can become a catalyst reawakening civic pride, making residents
aware of the historical and architectural environment in which they
live, and encouraging them to take a positive interest in the future
of their community.

Commission activities are supported by state and local funds
and by the Department of the Interior, National Park Service, under
provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

This report was published by the Rhode Island Statewide Planning
Program, assisted by federal grants through the Integrated Grant
Administration Program. This publication is based upon publicly-
supported research and may not be copyrighted. It may be reprinted,
in part or in full, with the customary crediting of the source.

COVER PHOTO: 45 Kay Street, "Heartsease' (1873-74): built by
C. N. Beach of Hartford as a summer house.
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION
John Brown House

52 Power Street

Providence, R.1. 02906

(401) 277-2678

January 29, 1974

The Honorable Philip Noel
Governor of Rhode Island
State House

Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Governor Noel:

It is with pleasure that I transmit herewith the second publication
in the planned Statewide Preservation Report series.

The following pages contain a brief outline of our purpose and
procedures. Specifically, this report "The Kay Street - Catherine
Street - 0Old Beach Road Neighborhood, Newport, Rhode Island," is an
analysis of the historical and architectural development of this area
with consideration of current developments and problems. The
recommended preservation program will contribute the needed positive
historic planning factor for future development of this historic area.

Although the Commission has made a positive start, it has only
begun the task of recording and conserving the rich historical resources
of Rhode Island. Ultimately reports will be published on all thirty-
nine cities and towns in the state. We hope that our work, represented
in this booklet, will forward the cause of historic preservation in
Rhode Island.

Very Sincerely,
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Mrs. George E. Downing
Chairman

AFD/dn




)

'S E A A A A A B R E R EEBEEEEERR

CONTENTS

letter of Troansmitt~1l . . .+ « « « « <

List of Figures . .+ « « o o & o o

PART

ONE: INTRORUCTION .

TWO: PROCEDUBE . . « + ¢ o « « &« « o o

THRREE: ANALYSIS., . + « v« o« o o o o e e
A The Fighteenth and Early Nineteentl Centuries
B. Economic Revivel: 1825 - 1845 ., . .
C. Tre Ern of tlte Hotels . . .. . . .
D The Early Summer Cottages. . . . .« .
E. Thre Street Pattern: 1850 - 1883 . . .
F Newport, the Cottege Resort . . . .
G. Tke Loter Summer Cottages. . . . . .
H Northern Bellevue Avenue and Touro Street
I Twentieth Century Development

™MUR: SUMMAEY . .« .+ « « « « «

FIVE: PRECOMMENDATIONS. . . .+ « « « =« =+ .

APPENDIX:

A - BUILLIINGS IN THE KAY STREET- CATHFERINE STREET - 2LD BFACH

ROAD NEIGHRORHZOD RECORDED BY THE HISTORIC AMERICAN
BUILDINGS SURVEY . . .. .« « « « =« o o

.

iv

B - A LIST OF BUILDINGS AND SITES IN THE KAY STRFET - CATHERINE

STREET - OLD BEACH ROAD NEIGHBORHOND OF PARTICULAR HISTORIC

AND/NOR ABCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE . . . . . .

BIBLIOGRAPHY

iid




Figure

1

12
13

14

15
16

17
18

LIST OF FIGUPES

The Survey Area and the Existing Newport Historic

District . « o . e e e eeett
Sample Survey Sheet
A Section of the Survey Map.

Newport in 1780, Detail of Rochambeau Map 41,
1ibrary of Congress e .

The Seventeenth Century Stomne Mill, Touro Park

Touro Cemetery (1677, 1842), Bellevue Avenue

Redwood Library (1748), Bellevue Avenue.

The Swinburne School (c. 1840), 115 Pelham Street

The Benjamin Gardner House (c. 1855), 28 Mannm
AVEnUE. .« o s e e osem

The Bellevue Hotel in the 1850°'s, formerly on
Catherine Street . . . « = = °

Interior Mount Zion A.M.E. Church, & Bellevue
Avenue.

Mewport from the Harbor in 1859
Faston's Beach in 1859 . . .

"ped Cross Cottage’ (1844), & Nakwood Terrace
(View at Redwood Library)

The Ralph Izard House (c. 1850), 10 Pell Street .

nporter Villa' (1855-56), 25 Greenough Place .
"pelair'' (c. 1850, 1875), N1d Beach Road

The Daniel Swinburne House (c. 1862),
6 Greenough Place

iv




1

E RN B EEREEEEREE R EEREEDRDED/!

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

23

29

30

31

32

33

The Joseph Bailey House (c. 1855), 30 Kay Street

"Morningside'" The W. B. Rogers WHouse (1871-72),
628 Gibbs Avenue. . . . . . .« e e .

The Clement C. Moore House (1856 and later),
25 Catherine Street.

The Kay Street - Catherine Street - 01d Beach Road
Neighborhood in 1850

A Section of the Kay Street - Catherine Street -
012 Beach Neighborhood in 18370 .

Evolution of the Street Pattern of the Kay Street -
Catherine Street - 21d Beach Road Neighborhood.

J. M. A, Griswold House (1862), The Art Association,
756 Bellevue Avenue

“"The Hypotenuse' (1870-71), 33 Cetherine Street

The Samuel Pratt House (1871-72), 59 Bellevue
Avenue « e e . .

S. Stitt House (1878, 1881), now Elks Lodge, 137
Pelham Street. . . . .+ « .+ .« e e

The Samuel Tilton House (1881-P2), 12 Sunnyside Place

The Samuel Coleman House (1882-83), 7 Ped Cross
Avenue .

The Mrs. D. Archie Pell House (1821), 11 Francis
Street . e e e e e

The Noyes-Luce House (1883), 15 Francis Street.

The George C. Mason, Sr. House (1873-74),
31 01d Beach Road e . s

20

23

24

25

29

29

29




40

e
The Morris House (1882-83), 86 Rhode Islznd Avenue
The Swinburne House (1875-76), 97 Rhode Island
AVENUE. o o o o e s e e e e 00
The King-Birkhead House (1872), 20 Catherine
SEYERL. o e e e e e e e e e
29 Mann Avenue (c.1895) . . . o o . e e
26 Greenough Place (c. 19¢0) . . . . . - -
The Dudley Newton Nffice (1872), 20 Bellevue
AVEAUEC. o« o« o e e eee e e e
The Ellen Mason House (1902), 180 Phode Island

wvenue. . . . . ° . . . . . . . .






